Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R014300560004-2

7" FEB 1952 d1AR

- CENTRAL INTELLI GENCE AGENCY

-
) CLASSIF!CATION SECRET/CONTROL - U.S. QFFICIALS ONLY
- SECURITY INFORMATION 50X1-HUM
INFORMATION REPORT rerort
CD NO.
COUNTRY  East Germany/UssR ' DATE DISTR.23 October 1952
SUBJECT The Known History of a Consignment of Russian- NO. OF PAGES 2
labelled Streptomycin Sulphate
DATE OF NO. OF ENCLS.
INFO. (LISTED BELOW)
. 50X1-HUM
PLACE SUPPLEMENT TO '
ACQUIRED REPORT NO.

TH1S DOCUMENT ‘CONTAINS”INFORMAT\ON AFFECT\VNG THE NATLONAL DEFENSE
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793
AND 794, OF THE V.S, CODE, AS AMENDED: ITS TRANSMISSI1ON OR REVE—
CATION.OF. ETS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 1§
PROHIBITED BY LAW. THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM 15 PROH1B1TED.

THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
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1. In mid-June of 1952, DHZ Pharmezie,Berlin, was told to expecf 50 kgs .of
streptomycin from the USSR for Bast German - use. This caused some surprise
in DHZ Pharmezie, because

(a) no Russian antibiotics had previously been received in Eest Germany
for Eest German use. 50X1-HUM

(b) On the contrary, the Russian authorities had hitherto often taken part of
Feast Germany's imports for the Russien medical stores at Fuerstenwalde.
These Bast Germen— imports were usually obtained illegally{‘

2. However, the DHZ Pharmazie Dresden branch did receive the 50 kgs from Bad Schandau
{railroad frontier crossing point. ):L It was & normal procedure for DHZ Pharmezie
‘Dresden to receive such goods first, take samples for testing if necessary, and
pass the goods on to Berlin.

3. (a) DHZ Phermazie,Dresden,found the streptomycin sulphate packed in bottles
holding 1 grem and labelled | |below. 50X1-HUM

Ministry of Health of the USSR
500,000 units
Btreptomycin
sulphate
sterile
Use only on physiclan's directions
Store at a temp. / 209
Series No. Control No.
April 1953 B 9652 96
1 1

¥ 1

‘on angther bottle these numbers appeared as
B 9052 and 90
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{b) On the bottom .of the bottles were the following marks.

4, DEZ Dresden thought that the streptomycin looked dirty. They opened one
or two bottles and injected a liquid, allegedly water, to dissolve the
streptomycin sulphate. This was to demonstrate further the impurity of the

substance. DHZ Dresden widhed to refuse the whole delivery on the grounds of

gross impidrity and informed DHZ Berlin accordingly.

5. DHZ Berlin reported the matter to thé East German Ministry of Health. The

latter then ordered DHZ Dresden to send specimens to the Ministry for testing.

Specimens were shipped to the Ministry which sent some to Professor Jiohannes

Katbe (Rostock University) and some to Professor Hans Knocell {Jena). Professor

Knoell later telephoned the Ministry to .say that the streptomycin should not
e used without being reecrystallized.

1 Comment: Bad Schandau is the normal crossing point for pharmaceutical

{(and other) goods from the satellites. As stated, East Germany had not
hitherto ¥ecdlved any Russian pharmaceutical goods)? it is not known if
Bad Schandau would be a normal crogsing point for these.

50X1-HUM

SECRET/CONTROL - U,8. OFFICIALS ONLY

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R014300560004-2



